
Town of Clyde 

Board Meeting Minutes – August 18, 2020 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  Board members in attendance were Bob Dries, Town Chair, David 

Price, Supervisor, Charlotte Mitchell Smith, Supervisor, Tom Spicer, Treasurer and Deanna Brennum, 

Clerk.   

 

• Minutes of the July 14, 2020 Regular Board Meeting were read.   David Price made a motion to 

approve and Bob Dries seconded the motion and all were in favor.   

 

• Tom Spicer, Treasurer reported as follows to July 31, 2020: 

Installment Loan 1 Balance:  $32,464.17 

Installment Loan Tractor Balance:  $28,954.79 

Now Plus General Fund: Bills paid for July - Checks #6741 to #6764 equaling $20,476.12.  Balance:  

$3,430.30.   

Now Plus 1 Tax Account Balance:  $55,903.41 

Checking Interest – Prim Flex Balance:  $8,750.98 

LGIP General Balance:  $121,808.74 

Tom received a letter from Connie Johnson, Iowa County Treasurer, that the check included with the 

letter makes our taxing jurisdiction whole.  The county has decided to settle completely in August to 

ease the burden of not waiting one more month. The amount of the check from the county is 

$62,555.35. 

David Price made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Charlotte Mitchell Smith seconded 

the motion and all were in favor.  

 

• Road Report.  Roy Smale has started mowing roads again and we have not had a lot of trees fall over 
the roads.  Talked to Alan Eggers about the Pen Hollow project and he is still waiting on the delivery of 
the culvert.  Bob Dries talked about the potential money the township would be receiving from the LRIP 
Project for Pen Hollow and if we had any excess.  Bob Dries is going to check with Craig Hardy of the 
Highway Department to see if any excess can be used on another project.  Typically, the culvert 
projects can range from $5,000 to $8,000.  The culverts that may need to be replaced are on High 
Point Road, Valley Road and Spring Valley Road.  Burris Road needs more gravel and a couple of 
culverts.  Jesse Gilbertson thinks we should place caution bump signs on High Point Road until we can 
get it fixed.  Pen Hollow Trip Project award amount is $23,500 and the project was estimated to be 
about $53,000.  The bid came in at $18,000.  Bob Dries will get a cost estimate on these projects and 
discuss it next month. Bob Dries will also check with Fahner for a status on sealcoating for Leaches 
Crossing and Mill Road.     
 

• Review of revenue and expenses year to date and projected through year end.  Bob Dries believes 
that we are in pretty good shape on the finances for the township. Charlotte Smith was asking about 
the shared revenue and we have received a partial payment of $1,552.84 of the total amount of the 
shared revenue which will be $10,352.29.  The remainder will be issued later this year.   
 

• Discussion and possible resolution to permit the holding of meetings electronically by the Town of 
Clyde, its Board of Supervisors and its committees. Bob Dries states that if we approve a resolution, 
we do not have to use it but it will be an option for the township.  The resolution does not specify the 
format we use so that we can use telephone/video conferencing and it can be flexible.  Any time you 
do meetings electronically, you have to be careful about accessibility for the board members and the 
public.  Charlotte Mitchell Smith moves to adopt the Resolution Approving Electronic and Telephonic 
Meetings and David Price seconded the motion and all were in favor.    
 

• Discussion on whether to keep the ordinance with regard to the town treasurer not having to be 
bonded during the time of collecting town taxes.  Charlotte Smith would like to postpone the discussion 



until we find out what will happen with the insurance company and whether the bond would carry over 
to the deputy clerk if that person were to take over during tax collection time.  Decision was made to 
postpone discussion until next month.   
 

• Discussion with current Covid 19 issues and rentals of the Clyde Community Center to the public.  Bob 
Dries emailed Pam Bowlin and she indicated that there is a small wedding and a family gathering for 
upcoming rentals.  Bob Dries commented that we have guidelines.  When it is rented out, the public 
should be aware of the guidelines but no one will be policing the functions.  Bob Dries said he would 
talk to Pam Bowlin about rentals getting a copy of the guidelines upon renting the CCC.    
 

• Discussion of Open Records Request by True the Vote.  This is an organization in Houston, Texas and 
they are concerned about voter fraud.  Deanna Brennum discussed the email from Wisconsin Towns 
Association (WTA) that many clerks have called their office about the public records request from True 
the Vote. The WTA spoke with the Wisconsin Election Commission (WEC) and asked that the clerks 
wait to spend a lot of time on this open records request until WEC can further clarify with True the Vote 
what exactly they are looking for from the clerks.  Charlotte Smith discussed the possible costs of 
producing documents that they have requested which could be very time consuming and costly.  Bob 
Dries suggested that we wait on further information from WTA and WEC before spending too much 
time on the records request. 
 

• Public Comment.  Donald Dolan wanted to discuss why the resolution was not passed to have the 
town taxes paid in October instead of July.  He was fined $325 because he paid his taxes 10 days late.  
Don Dolan said that Tom Spicer called him but Tom Spicer did not get word until the week of the taxes 
being due and Don was out of town. Charlotte Smith said that the county did send out a notice with the 
taxes about the decision on taxes.  Don Dolan admitted that he only read the part about Governor 
Evers extending the time for taxes to be paid but no further. Bob Dries said that he understood Don’s 
frustration but Bob thought it only applied to the town taxes which does not make up a large amount of 
the tax bill.  However, when not passing the resolution it applied to all the taxing districts instead of just 
the township’s taxes. Bob Dries checked with WTA and they agreed with Bob’s interpretation but the 
county stated it applied to all the taxing jurisdictions.  Tom Spicer suggested that Don Dolan contact 
the county again to see how they computed the penalty on his taxes.       

 

Tom Spicer said that Kevin Winkus, telephone number 608-574-2920, is an excavator and has a 
storage of culverts and lives in Highland.  He is interested in bidding on jobs that we may have 
available in the township.   

 
Bob Dries looked at Zimmer’s property where the cemetery is and there is no way it can be mowed. 
There is no gate for access but it is fenced in.  Bob Dries did not see a direct road to the cemetery but 
will call to see if the American Legion in Avoca can come in and take care of it.     
 
Pam Bowlin has been getting calls about the dead tree in the CCC yard.  Bob Dries will have Roy 
Smale and Bernie Heisz cut down the tree and take care of a low hanging branch on one of the other 
trees.   
 
Deanna Brennum brought up Roy Smale keeping an eye on the dump because it needs to be cleaned 
up after the sanitation services comes in.  Bob Dries said he is going every Tuesday to check on it.  
Deanna Brennum also brought up the last time West End took the scrap dumpster there was not 
enough to cover the cost of pick up but they did not charge us for it. 
 

• Adjournment.  Dave Price made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Bob Dries seconded the motion 

and all were in favor. 

 

• Bills and Receipts were reviewed and signed and given to Tom Spicer for sending out. 

 

Deanna L. Brennum, Clerk, Cell No.: 608-487-0795; email:  townclerkclyde@gmail.com  


