
Town of Clyde 

Board Meeting Minutes – July 14, 2020 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM.  Board members in attendance were Bob Dries, Town Chair, Dave 

Price, Supervisor, Charlotte Mitchell Smith, Supervisor, Tom Spicer, Treasurer and Deanna Brennum, 

Clerk.   

 

• Minutes of the June 9, 2020 Regular Board Meeting were read.   Bob made a motion to approve and 

Dave seconded the motion and all were in favor.   

 

• Tom reported his treasurer’s report as follows: 

Installment Loan 1 Balance:   $34,570.54 

Installment Loan Tractor Balance:  $28,954.79 

Now Plus General Fund: Bills paid for June - Checks #6722 to #6740 equaling $13,529.05.  Balance:  

$5,364.61.  The recycling grant was mentioned in last month’s minutes but Tom failed to recognize it in 

his financials for this month. 

Now Plus 1 Tax Account Balance:  $73,900.69 

Checking Interest – Prim Flex Balance:  $10,950.12 

LGIP General Balance:  $99,839.84 

Charlotte made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Dave seconded the motion and all 

were in favor.  

 

• Discussion and possible action on bonding of town officials. Fred Clary from Rural Mutual is 
present for the discussion.  Charlotte read the statutes and we only need to bond the Clerk, 
Deputy Clerk, Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer.  Tax Bond and Public Officials Bond does not 
cover the same money.  Tax Bond covers the county’s money and the Public Officials Bond 
covers the town’s money.  With a surety bond, the money is not paid out until person is convicted 
and the surety company has automatic rights to the money.  There is an individual bond and 
there is a blanket.  The blanket bond does not exceed $100,000.  If you want it over $100,000 
then it has to be an individual bond.  Individual bond of $130,000 per person would be $325 per 
year per person.  There is an alternative which is an employee dishonesty policy.  There is 
$10,000 aggregate limit (meaning the limit for the year) for employee dishonesty this also 
includes all board members, clerk, treasurer and patrolman.  It is anyone that is considered an 
employee.  You can increase it to $35,000 instead of $10,000 aggregate and that is the max that 
Rural can do.   
 
Bob talked to Jon Hess at Town of Wyoming.  The only bond they have is on the clerk and 
treasurer.  Most of our towns do combination with surety and employee dishonesty policy.  One 
particular town put $50,000 on the treasurer and the clerk they just went with the minimum of 
$10,000.  Treasurer’s bond is a short-term bond and is based on the County’s numbers for tax 
collection for the year.  Dishonest employee would go from $10,000 to $35,000 for annual 
premium of $122 per year.  Dave made a motion for coverage of $130,000 Public Officials Blank 
Bond and raise employee dishonesty policy to $35,000 (aggregate) maximum and Charlotte 
seconded the motion and all were in favor.  The Public Officials Bond will be spread out by 
$55,000 for treasurer; $55,000 for clerk; $10,000 for deputy treasurer and $10,000 for deputy 
clerk.     
 

• Report on roadside tree removal.  Bob spoke with Slater Diederich Tree Removal in Prairie du 
Sac.   The company has a certification in risk assessment management which they could come in 
at look at our trees and know which ones would possibly fall down.  It would be extremely 
expensive to obtain their services.  Their rates are $100 per man per hour.  A 4-man crew doing 
a week’s worth of work could potentially cost $15,000.  The company would go through and drop 



the trees but it would be our job to clean up after them which would entail more than just our 
patrolman to do cleanup (semi, extra machinery, extra help).  Just in the last week we had 9 trees 
fall down on township roads, generally during hard rains.  Roy clears the trees off and if he finds 
a tree that might be dangerous to take down, he calls on Bernie to help him out.  
 

• Penn Hollow Culvert Replacement Bid Opening.  Alan Eggers submitted a bid for $18,000 to 
remove and replace the culvert and cement tunnel on Penn Hollow.  The $18,000 includes Alan 
Eggers bringing in the tube instead of the county delivering the tube.  Alan will put signage on the 
road when he is going to replace it.  He may need extra gravel but that is included in the bid.  The 
project timeline will be 6 to 8 weeks out.  Dave made a motion to accept the bid of $18,000 from 
Alan Eggers to replace the culvert on Penn Hollow Road and Charlotte seconded the motion and 
all were in favor.    
 

• Review of revenue and expenses year to date and projected through year end.  We have about 
four months of cushion.  The accounts are being labeled differently in Quickbooks to align with 
the state accounts and Deanna has been working with Mike Smith on making sure the accounts 
are balanced. This month they were off by 25 cents and Charlotte feels that we are going in the 
right direction. 
 

• Discussion and possible resolution to permit the holding of meetings electronically by the Town of 
Clyde, its Board of Supervisors and its committees.  It was brought up that we should bring it up 
at the annual town meeting for input.  There are a couple of different options.  We could do it as a 
courtesy for the public to access meetings and the 5 board members would be physically present 
for the meeting.  Nothing really needs to be done on that option except to approve the Zoom 
contract.   The next step which is to make sure that those electronic meetings have the same 
legal effect as a personal meeting.  Meaning that 1 board member could be absent or all of us 
are absent and you would need a more formal resolution.  Bob thinks that we should still do the 
personal meetings with the public having the option to attend by Zoom.  Charlotte is on middle 
ground in that she thinks it will be hard to let go of the physical meeting but also understands the 
publics’ concern. 
 

• Public Comment.  Art wanted to know if Thurber Cemetery (Zimmer property) has been mowed 
and we have anyone mowing it.  Bob is going to check into this.   

 
Dwight wanted to know if we post the meeting in 3 places.  It is now in 2 places, the CCC and on 
the town website.  Dwight thinks we should clean up the posting place in the dump if it is not being 
used for that purpose any longer. 

 
Discussion on property owners being a requirement for a person in the township to be appointed 
to the Long Range Planning Committee.  No conclusion was reached.  The LRPC members are 
appointed by the town board.  Various public comments were made and Charlotte suggested that 
we look into the bylaws and institute a policy that every year you make a practice of renewing the 
appointment.    
 

• Adjournment.  Dave made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Bob seconded the motion and all were 

in favor. 

 

• Bills and Receipts were reviewed and signed and given to Tom for sending out. 

 

Deanna L. Brennum, Clerk, Cell No.: 608-487-0795; email:  townclerkclyde@gmail.com  


